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Quincy Wright sought to bring the world
together, and in the process communicated
with many parts of it. This is reflected in the
number and diversity of his audiences. A fifty-
three page bibliography of his published works
lists nearly eleven hundred items (many of
which are reprints or translations of others)
including books, chapters and introductions in
books, journal articles, book reviews, encyclo-
pedia articles, and published radio broadcasts.
It spans nearly six decades, beginning with a
review in 1913 of Edward Corwin’s book,
National Supremacy, and ending with five
articles and a monograph appearing in 1970.
Even this is incomplete, since it includes only
a handful of Wright’s numerous letters pub-
lished in newspapers, magazines, and schol-
arly journals.’ 1
Space limitations preclude reproducing here
the entire bibliography. Instead, a list of about
145 items, selected for their relevance to the
main research interests of the Journal of Con-
flict Resolution, is presented below in chrono-
logical order. Some statistics describing the
whole bibliography may help put the selected
list in perspective. Table 1 shows the decade-
by-decade frequency of items in each of the
six main categories of the complete bibliogra-
phy, of which only the first three are repre-
sented in the selected bibliography.
Since they are so few, the twenty-one items
listed under &dquo;books&dquo; are all included below in
order to show the full range of Wright’s major
contributions. The second category of Table 1,
&dquo;chapters and introductions in books&dquo;, can be
further broken down (see Table 2). Most of
the Chicago books were in the Lecture Series
of the Harris Foundation on International
Relations. The &dquo;introductions&dquo; also include a
number of prefaces, forewords, comments,
and remarks for various symposia and confer-
ence proceedings. The &dquo;reprinted articles&dquo; are
those which are easily recognized or explicitly
identified as such, while the &dquo;other papers&dquo;
appear to be mostly new items prepared espe-
cially for particular conferences, symposia,
and Festschrift volumes. None of the first
three subcategories is listed below, but thirty-
nine of the &dquo;other papers&dquo; are included.
The 398 &dquo;journal articles&dquo; exhibit the full
range of Wright’s professional interests and
audiences. Their overall distribution across
’ A comprehensive collection of Quincy Wright’s
work, together with his unpublished correspondence
and papers, is being established by the Curator of
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journals is quite skewed, fitting a typical j-
curve. Five periodicals contain more than ten
items each, and together these account for 164
articles (41 percent of the total). The remain-
der are scattered widely in 164 different peri-
odicals. Table 3 shows the time distribution of
articles grouped by types of periodicals.
Obviously the largest and most persistent
stream of contributions is in the field of inter-
national law, with 41 percent of the articles
appearing in law journals. By a rough esti-
mate, these would also account for considera-
bly more than half of the published pages
among journal articles. Another 18 percent
appear in international relations journals, and
15 percent are in general political science,
history, and social science journals. The
remainder are aimed at a few other scholarly
groups and a great variety of nonscholarly
audiences. They are mostly short articles
appearing in various non-academic newspa-
pers, magazines, and pamphlet series with
specific regional, organizational, religious, or
political affiliations; they also include such
items as a pamphlet prepared for the League
of Nations exhibit at the Chicago World’s Fair,
and four appearances at congressional hear-
ings on foreign relations. These miscellaneous
articles are distributed across eighty periodicals
(nearly half the total number) and constitute
28 percent of the articles, but probably con-
tain less than 10 percent of the total published
pages in journals. The selected bibliography
contains eighty-five items drawn almost exclu-
sively from the international relations and gen-
eral social science journals.
The book reviews (not included below) are
less scattered, being aimed mostly at scholarly
and scientific audiences. About 40 percent of
the 328 book reviews’ appear in law journals.
Another 43 percent appear in general social
science and history journals, including a few in
international relations and peace research.
The rest are scattered in a variety of regional
or local magazines, except for the past decade
when they appear mostly in Science and the
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. The time
distribution of these reviews in various period-
icals is shown in Table 4.
Finally the encyclopedia articles and radio
broadcasts reflect Wright’s role as an expert
communicating to the general public. The
three early articles appear in the Encyclopedia
of the Social Sciences (1930-3,t), but most of
the others are in various editions and year-
2This number refers to the actual number of
books reviewed, rather than the number of separate
review articles.
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books of the Americana (n = 87) and the
Britannica (n = 38) beginning in 1945. They
deal primarily with topics in international law
and developments in US foreign policy, but
there is a scattering of other topics including
&dquo;Theory of War&dquo; in the 1970 Britannica. On
the other hand, the radio broadcasts (mostly
panel discussions on the Chicago Round Table
and Northwestern Reviewing Stand from 1938
to 1955) deal almost exclusively with current
international events and their foreign policy
implications.
The international character of Wright’s
audiences is also highly relevant to his career.
Unfortunately, it is difficult to assess this
from the bibliography. Only a small fraction
of the articles (approximately 12 percent) and
of the book reviews ( percent) appear in
international or foreign publications. But this
clearly underestimates the relative size of his
international audience, since many of the US
journals in which he published enjoy substan-
tial foreign circulation. Furthermore, it does
not take into account the extent to which his
works have been translated into various lan-
guages. (Christopher Wright is currently
preparing an appendix to the bibliography,
listing translations and other items such as
book reviews in foreign journals which have
recently come to light.) Perhaps a more accu-
rate estimate can be obtained from a secon-
dary bibliography which lists theses prepared
under his supervision. From 1926 through
1968, a total of 111 students completed doc-
toral dissertations with Quincy Wright as
their principal advisor. Of these, nearly a quar-
ter (23 percent) were citizens of other countries
(fourteen Asians, five Europeans, three Middle
Easterners, three Canadians, and one Afri-
can). The several years that he spent as a visit-
ing professor at foreign institutions provide
another indication of the international scope
of his activities (see the curriculum vitae in
Table 5).
The above analyses provide a rough over-
view of the number and forms of his writings,
and of the interdisciplinary and international
distribution of his audiences. The selected
bibliography below conveys considerable
information about the range of topics he dis-
cussed. Both kinds of information are con-
veyed graphically in Figure 1, which attempts
to show the main outlines of Wright’s career
in its intellectual, bibliographic, institutional,
and international aspects. Together the data
we have presented give a clear indication of
the immense task which awaits the intellectual
biographer of Quincy Wright.
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